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Allen hopes O’Brien connection boost to hlS Jilm

Courier Staff Writer

“Don't rest on your laurels” is an
old saying Chris Allen believes in
wholeheartedly.

So the young Madison man is
working hard toward producing his
second made-in-Jefferson County
feature film.

Allen created the story for “The
Living Years” and swarred in the
movie a couple of years ago.
Secing that as only the first step in
a film production career, he is now
seeking financing for “In My
Life...", a fictitious tale based in
this county.

The new Hoosier-oriented story
was written by Allen and tells a
story spanning 60 years in the life
of James Trumper, a farmer and
military veteran from southem In-
diana, and his family. The Trumper
story involves a mysterious ex-
change of souls between a young
gang member and an aging farmer,
and the events stemming from that
exchange.

Allen already has recruited a cast
of local residents and filmed a
“trailer” for “In My Life..” In
movie terms, a “trailer” is a collec-

parts of a dramatic picture. The
average moviegoer might call it a
preview.

So far, Allen has been able to
raise enough financing for the
trailer only. But he's secking a
producer to make it possible to film
the entire movie,

And while on a recent trip to
Hollywood for that purpose, he
may have taken a big step in the
right direction when he obtained a
verbal commitment from former
child actress and Academy Award
winner Margaret O'Brien to appear
in the film.

O'Brien eamed a special
Academy Award when she was 10
years old as the Most Outstanding
Child Actress of 1944, She received
the special Oscar for her portrayal
of Tooue in the M-G-M movie
“Meet Me In St Louis.”

The two met at a reception held
after a charity event where singer
and actress Liza Minnelli perfor-
med, Allen said.

Allen had arranged to meet with
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A star, then and now
Chris Allen of Madison is shown above with former Hollywood

child star Margaret O'Brien, right; and actress Theresa Soldana.

At right, O'Brien is shown at age 10 with screen immortal Judy
Garland.
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Continwed rom P'age |

acior Ranidal Malone, who appears
in the MTV show “Singled Out”
Malonc is @ [nend of John Ross,
whey i & inend of Allen's
and who comacicd Malose sboal
the Maditon man’s quest

rniler for “In My Life..” with him.
Malone 1old O'Hnen and Soldana
about i and als wold them he
really liked the Hoosier's concept.
“Then he tsmed 10 me snd said,
“Chris, ekl them all ahout it!” | was
like, “Dhimwsuh!" ™ Allen sai

03
“I'd really like that; it sounds very
i -

Allen said Malonc told him he
liked the trailer for “In My Life..”
very much, bat sugpeacd that it
might be wiee jo consider i for 8
made-for- TV movie rather than a

Allen had one moee memonable
meeting dunng hiv evening sl the

Rodeo Hilon Hosel that eveming.
He chatied with actress Al 5il-
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